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Message from the Administration 

If you have questions about anything you read in the newsletter or about things that are 

happening at school that you are wondering about – please give me a call at 613-836-2818 or 

send an e-mail to catherine.donnelly@ocdsb.ca - I would be happy to connect! 

We are excited about the upcoming Education Week from May 1
st
 to 5

th
!  If you are in the school

that week, take a look at the amazing “Math in Art” displays throughout the school – math really 

is everywhere and our students show it!  Below is an overview of the week: 

 Education Week 2017 
Education Week theme is Ontario 150 (Canada 150) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Everyone wears Red & 

White for 
Music Monday - Oh 

Canada outside on Yard 

(or in halls if raining) 

11:15 am - Pr/Jr choirs 

perform for school 

Volunteer 

Breakfast 7:45-

8:30 

Scholastic Book 

Fair 8:30-4:30 

Walk for 

Diabetes 9:00 am 

Scholastic 

Book Fair 8:30-

4:30 

SPS Colours 

Day 

Cakewalk 

Fundraiser 

PM 1:40 pm Pr/Jr choirs 

perform for parents 
Kindergarten 

concert for parents 
School Wide 

Math Games -in 

class 
1:40 to 3:00 

STITTSVILLE PUBLIC 

SCHOOL 
         40 Granite Ridge Drive,  

       Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1Y9 

      Canada 

    Phone: (613) 836-2818 

     Fax:    (613) 836-1806 

http://stittsvilleps.ocdsb.ca/
mailto:catherine.donnelly@ocdsb.ca


 

Congratulations and Goodbyes…. 

Please join us in congratulating office assistant Susie Massey, teacher Elva Mitchell and Vice-

Principal Donna Boyle, who are retiring this year after contributing many years of service to SPS 

and OCDSB students, families and staff.  Each of these SPS team members will be truly missed.  

We thank you all for all you have done for us and wish you all the best in your future adventures.  

 
 

Welcome to Bruno Kondric – SPS’s Vice-Principal for September 2017 

Please join us in welcoming Vice-Principal Bruno Kondric to the SPS team. Mr. Kondric will be 

starting with us in September 2017 and is coming to us from Westwind PS so he knows the 

Stittsville Community well.  Be sure to introduce yourself to him in the fall! 

 

EQAO Dates for 2016 – Grades 3 and 6 

Our grade 3 and 6 students will be participating in EQAO provincial testing in reading, writing 

and mathematics during the period from May 23 to June 5, 2017.  We ask your cooperation with 

not scheduling non-emergency medical, dental and other appointments or holidays during this 

period of time.  EQAO results provide our school with valuable information about each student’s 

progress as well as school wide progress so we benefit greatly from maximum student 

participation.   

 

Pink Shirt Day Recognized 

There was a sea of pink at SPS on April 12
th

 as our school celebrated International Day of Pink.  

Thank you to school council for organizing the sale of pink shirts for this event – it was great to 

see the pink shirts and the messages on them from previous years too! 

 
 

Anaphylaxis Awareness 

As part of creating a safe school environment, we remind parents that we have several students 

with a severe life-threatening food allergy to peanuts and nuts (anaphylaxis).  This is a medical 

condition that causes a severe reaction to specific foods and can result in death within minutes. 

In a classroom/school setting, cross-contamination is the greatest risk for this type of allergy so 

even if your child is in a class without a student with anaphylaxis it is important that all families 

make sure that the foods they send in lunches or to school do not contain peanuts or nut products.  

We appreciate your understanding and thank you for your cooperation.  

 
 

 



Planning for Next Year  

If you are planning to switch your child from the Early French Immersion Program to the 

English Program, please send a letter or e-mail to Mrs. Donnelly as soon as possible. This will 

help us with staffing properly for next year.  
 

 

Gotcha Winners 

 

Congratulations to March “Gotcha” Winners – thanks for being caught showing great character! 

 

Grades 1, 2, 3      Grades: 4, 5, 6 
 
Cooper (Mrs. Doherty)    Hanh Lien (Mme Evans)    

Brooke (Mrs. Doherty)    Hunter (Mrs. Evans)  

Zoey (Mme Kerluke)    Lukas (Mme Cuffari) 

Ellie (Mrs. Doherty)    Callum (Mme Reed) 

Mollie (Mrs. Doherty)  

     

 

 Ottawa Public Health News 

 

Adopt a Helmet!  

 

Make a properly fitted helmet part of your bike riding experience.  A helmet can help protect you 

and your family from serious injury! Tips about helmet safety:  

 

 Make sure the helmet has been safety certified - look for the sticker on the inside of the 

helmet. 

 Helmets must be replaced every five years and/or after a crash or hard hit - even if it 

looks undamaged. 

 Never buy a used helmet. 

 Do not place stickers on your helmet. 

 Parents can set a good example to children by wearing a helmet. 

 Remember, anyone under the age of 18 must wear a helmet – it’s the law. 

 

Helmet Fitting:  

 Put on the helmet so that it is not tilting backwards or forward. Then check the following:  

Two fingers distance from helmet to eyebrow  

V-shape straps around each ear 

 

 



 One finger between chin and fastened strap 

 

For more information visit www.ottawa.ca/health or contact Ottawa Public Health at 

613-580-6744. 

School Yard Conditions 

At this time of year, with the snow melted and the spring rains still with us, we monitor the yard 

conditions to address a number of items.  If the fields are saturated with water, having almost 

700 children on them can cause permanent damage to the turf so there may be times that the 

fields are out of bounds. 

 

Grit left over from the winter covers the pavement areas and we have to wait until the pavement 

conditions allow for a “sweeper” machine to remove the grit and of course every school in the 

system needs to be done so that takes time.  Please know that we have this work completed as 

soon as is possible.  

 

Lastly the play structures can’t be opened until the frost is out of the ground and in the case of 

structures with sand underneath (which we have) the sand must be roto-tilled for safety reasons. 

We are looking forward to having the play structures open next week. 

 

 
 

Lost and Found – check it out during Education Week! 

Wondering where the hat, coat, boots, water bottle……belonging to your child went? It is 

probably here – “lost” in our lost and found.  We will spread the lost and found items out during 

Education week so if you or your child want to find lost articles they will be easy to spot.  

Labelling items is a helpful strategy too – Stittsville School Council is listed on the “Mabel’s 

Labels” website and your order raises funds for the school too. 
 

 
 

Looking for a Club Volunteer 
We have a group of enthusiastic grade 3 students looking for a parent who might have one recess a 

week to supervise their club.  Canada Kids Club would do arts and crafts planned by the student 

organizers.  Contact Mrs. Donnelly if you can help out.  

 

http://www.ottawa.ca/health


 

Bicycles 

When the weather is appropriate, parents may choose to allow their children to ride bicycles to 

school. Upon entering the school grounds, students must walk their bicycles to the storage racks. 

This helps with rider and pedestrian safety.  Bicycles should be locked to the racks. 

Please note that roller blades, skateboards, wheelies, and snowboards are not allowed on school 

property as they jeopardize the safety of students.  
 

 
 

 

Moving Over The Summer? 

 
We are planning for next year. If your child will not be returning to Stittsville Public School in 

September 2017 because you are moving out of our attendance area, please let us know as soon 

as possible. Encourage any new neighbours to come in to register at their earliest convenience. 

Give us a call, and we will be pleased to guide you through the registration process. 
 

 

More News from the classrooms 

 The Green Team 

The green team has been busy. Students have been doing audits checking if lights have been 

turned off when rooms are empty and if the recycling is contaminated. They have also made 

some GOOS (paper that is good on one side) boxes for common areas, and for teachers who 

wanted some in their rooms. They have also made TOTL (turn off the lights) signs and are 

almost finished putting them up in the school. 

We have made some bin liners for composting but ran out of newspapers. People have brought in 

flyers but we need Ottawa Citizen sized paper to make big bin liners. There is a box in the office 

where newspapers can be dropped off. 

Speaking of Boomerang lunches…. we need parent and student help with this because our 

classroom garbage cans are still quite full of lunch debris. The Green team has been making 

garbage covers using the photocopy paper box covers.  We will be distributing them in 

classrooms soon with a short presentation - the cover goes over the garbage can at both nutrition 

breaks to help students remember to bring everything home. We will also show them the little 

compost liners which will help with keeping their lunchboxes clean. 

And lastly, our paper recycling boxes are frequently contaminated with non-paper items. The 

boomerang lunch effort should help with that but we still have a way to go. Our custodian has to 

put bins and bins of paper in the garbage because of contamination. We are still brainstorming on 

how to improve this effort. 

 



Also, in honour of Earth Day, The Eco Club received a large order of White Cedar Saplings. The 

idea was to create a sense of environmental stewardship, seeing each child take a sapling home, 

and plant it with families in support of Earth Day. 
 

Crazy Hair Day is coming up tomorrow. It is Friday, April 28th!  
  
In Mme Mitchell’s class, thanks to parent volunteers, students have been sewing, 
hammering and screwing as part of the science Materials & Structures unit.   
  
Mme Nadanyi’s Grade 1 class made hot air balloons for their Science unit on Structures. 
They learned about different materials and attachments.  
 
On Wed, May 3rd our SPS students and teachers will walk for Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation. An email went home to explain our fundraiser to help children who have diabetes. 

Many thanks to the Stittsville Community for always embracing Stittsville Public School with 

this worthwhile cause. 

 

The grade two's will be hosting an art show and sale in June. In honour of Canada's 150th 

birthday, the proceeds will be donated to the Trans Canada Trail. As we know, nature is 

important for both our physical and mental health. Experts are saying that one of the factors for 

increased anxiety among our young people is that they are spending less time in natural 

surroundings. It is important for students to realize how lucky they are to have the trail in their 

own backyard. Grade two parents will be invited to this event. We have already begun some of 

the fabulous art projects! 

 

Student Council and Education Week: Student Council put out a call and assembled a group of 

dancers, chose a song, made up a dance, video-taped it, and shared with the entire school, to 

practice for a few weeks. Then, on the Friday morning of Education Week, May 5th, we will stay 

outside after 1st recess, for 15 - 20 minutes for a school-wide DPA and dance flash-mob style to 

our song, while wearing our SPS gear (we chose that date because it's school colours day!). 

 

The song chosen by the students is “Can't Stop the Feeling” by Justin Timberlake.... We are 

looking for the song on CD. If a parent from the community has the song on CD we would be so 

thankful for their help! (The PA system outside only has cassette or CD capabilities, so we are 

limited by the technology). 

 

Grade 3/4 have been working on making marshmallow prisms this month! We're all getting up to 

speed and reviewing some key concepts for EQAO in a few weeks - lots of hands on work in 

math using manipulatives like sorting wooden shapes into categories. We took pictures of this 

work and shared our findings as a class! Swim to survive forms just went home for a fun 3 days 

of swimming in May. Also excited for Upper Canada Village field trip coming up in June!  

 

Dairy presentations are happening in many classes. They are bilingual and free and are provided 

by the Dairy Farmers Association of Ontario. The subject matter is grade specific and linked to 

the science and or social studies curricula. For example, Grade 6 students had the chance to make 

butter from cream and had a French presentation that touched on the technology involved in 

farming, and the many career paths linked to dairy farming and agriculture. 



  

An update about the SPS Showcase for Grades 4-6: 

The SPS Showcase tryouts are being held during recess over the next week or so. 

June 8th: the Stittsville Showcase: 2 shows @9am and @1:40pm ~ parents may attend either 

show. Teachers have created a "rubric" for judging the try-outs.  Students received the rubric in 

advance.  

  

Track and Field is fast-approaching on May 15. A meeting was held with students in grades 3-6 

to inform them about important dates, times and expectations. A message went out to parents 

who wanted to help.  

 

Grade Six News:  

The three Grade 6 classes have begun their "Pay it Forward" projects where they are learning 

about various charities, programs and non-profit organizations. They are planning how they will 

volunteer time to help make their community better. Some examples of student initiatives 

include volunteering at the Humane Society or collecting hockey gear from friends/family for 

various organizations to donate to families who cannot afford to purchase things new. 

  

Also in Grade 6 - STEM is a hot topic because it’s everywhere! STEM stands for science, 

technology, engineering, and math.  STEM activities are exciting for students.  They help them 

build a love for learning and a solid base for understanding key concepts later on. They don't 

really think about it as learning but rather as playing and having fun! These are great activities as 

they allow all students an entry level despite learning differences and often students who struggle 

with more traditional educational tasks are most successful due to the hands on and visual nature 

of these tasks.  

 

Students in Mrs. Littlemore’s class have engaged in two different STEM activities so far: The 

Snowman Stretch and The Bottle Toss Challenge. 

 

During Snowman Stretch, groups of students were each given the same set of materials that they 

could use to see who could build the tallest free standing snowman. All students were engaged 

and it was interesting to see all the different strategies that they used and how they worked 

together to problem solve to find a solution.  

 

The Bottle Toss Challenge involved teams of students who investigated techniques for successful 

bottle flipping and which types of bottles and amounts of water would work best. Students 

recorded information in tally charts and used the information to find averages in order to make 

comparisons and justify their conclusions. Students also analyzed their results with the science 

behind the momentum of water involved in a bottle flip. They loved this activity since it is 

normally not allowed in classrooms because it is so distracting! 

 

We are hoping to find a STEM activity that we can do with our grade one buddies before the end 

of the year.  

 
 


